BAPTISM

What is baptism?

Baptism is not merely water, but it is water used according to God's command and connected with God's Word.

What is this Word of God?

As recorded in Matthew 28:19, our Lord Christ said, "Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit."

What gifts or benefits does Baptism bestow?

If effects forgiveness of sins, delivers from death and the devil, and grants eternal salvation to all who believe, as the Word and promise of God declare.

What is this Word and promise of God?

As recorded in Mark 16:16, our Lord Christ said, "He who believes and is baptized will be saved, but he who does not believe will be condemned."

How can water produce such great effects?

It is not the water that produces these effects, but the Word of God connected with the water, and our faith which relies on the Word of God connected with the water. For without the Word of God the water is merely water and no Baptism.


HOLY COMMUNION
[bookmark: _GoBack]JESUS GAVE HIS LIFE FOR US ON THE CROSS.  HE SACRIFICED HIS BODY AND BLOOD ON THE CROSS AS PAYMENT FOR OUR SINS.    JESUS INITIATED HOLY COMMUNION AS A MEANS BY WHICH THOSE WHO BELIEVE IN HIM MAY RECEIVE THE BENEFIT OF HIS SUFFERING AND DYING FOR US  (1 CORINTHIANS 10:16).    JESUS IS TRULY PRESENT FOR US IN THE BREAD AND WINE WE RECEIVE IN HOLY COMMUNION.  HOLY COMMUNION ALSO UNIFIES ALL BELIEVERS BECAUSE OF OUR COMMON NEED FOR GOD'S GRACE (1 CORINTHIANS 10:17).  ALL EARTHLY DISTINCTIONS FALL AWAY WHEN WE RECOGNIZE OUR OWN SIN, AND REALIZE WE ALL HAVE THE SAME NEED FOR CHRIST AND GOD'S FORGIVENESS IN CHRIST.  AFTER RECEIVING THE BREAD AND THE WINE, TRUSTING IN JESUS, WE KNOW WE ARE AGAIN IN RIGHT RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD AND ARE RENEWED AND STRENGTHENED TO SERVE GOD AND OTHERS IN JESUS' NAME.

